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Abstract 
 

In the globalization era, individuals from one culture can easily access or be exposed to other cultures, or interact with people from dif-

ferent cultures, resulting in cultural exchanges. These interactions may also change the individuals‟ identity, including their social identi-

ties such as national identity. Therefore, globalization is often seen as the cause of national identity crisis. The author proposes that a 

good civic education, as early as in the early childhood education, is one of the alternatives in countering the unwanted outcome of glob-

alization, specifically with regards to the construction of national identity. In this article, the author describes how the civic education is 

incorporated in the early childhood education curriculum in Indonesia. The author also discusses how the civic education curriculum may 

be improved by using the internet that is once deemed as a threat to the national identity, as the instructional media. 
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1. Introduction 

Globalization causes a huge impact on individuals‟ daily life. It 

increases interconnections between individuals on a global scale 

by means of education, tourism, internet use, business contacts, 

and migration [1]. It facilitates rapid cultural exchanges. The main 

driving force of globalization is the development of information 

and communication technology [2]. By utilizing the satellite and 

fiber optic technologies, the internet allows individuals across the 

globe to access the same news, music, entertainment, and 

knowledge at the same time. Geographical and cultural differences 

are no longer barriers for the individuals to interact and communi-

cate with each other.  

Despite its role in broadening our horizons and facilitating com-

munication and cooperation in a global settings, globalization is 

often seen as a hazard to national identity [2-5]. As a result of 

global interactions and the internalization of what being presented 

on the globalized media, individuals may have been alienated 

from their roots. By means of the globalized media, individuals 

across the globe are shaped to wear similar type of clothes, eat 

similar type of food, enjoy similar type of music/entertainment, 

speak similar language, and living a similar way of life. Accord-

ingly, individuals may start to abandon their culture and replace it 

with the global culture, if we may call it. It has become urgent 

then for nations to generate strategy that allows them to fully ben-

efitted from the globalization, yet, at the same time, keep their 

national identity strong.  

[3] suggested that one of the alternatives to strengthen national 

identity in the globalization era is by enriching the content of civic 

education that encourage not only cultural exchanges but also 

cultural integration of different (ethnic) groups. The implementa-

tion of this strategy certainly will be different from one nation to 

another, considering the fact that each nation has its own unique 

culture and varied ethnic groups. Additionally, each nation also 

has its own core values that may bring all their ethnic groups liv-

ing together in harmony.  

Civic education or also called citizenship education, nowadays, is 

deemed as a tool of social cohesion, by which children are educat-

ed to become not only active but also responsible citizens [6]. 

Civic education educates children on the importance of a set of 

shared values (e.g., human rights, social justice, democracy, diver-

sity, and solidarity) and how they can practice them in their daily 

life. More importantly, through civic education, children are ex-

pected to develop the attitudes and abilities that inspire them to 

actively participate within the society. This act of civic engage-

ment, in turn, may strengthen the children sense of belonging or 

identification to the nation. 

Civic education can be already taught to children even in their 

earliest years and it is crucial for their identity formation [7]. 

Young children can already be seen as citizens because they are 

capable to express ideas and to be part of the decision-making that 

affects them [8]. They are competent learners and can understand 

their rights and duties in ways that are profound to their daily be-

haviour [9]. Even though civic education has been considered 

important to be given to young children in several countries [7-10], 

there is still not much discussion on this in Indonesia. Moreover, 

civic education as has been mentioned earlier, may be an alterna-

tive mode to strengthen a country‟s national identity in the global-

ized world. Therefore, in this article, the author will further dis-

cuss the implementation of civic education in early childhood 

education in Indonesia as a part of an effort to strengthen Indone-

sia‟s national identity and how to improve it in order to strengthen 

Indonesia‟s national identity. 
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2. Literature Review 

2.1. National Identity in the Globalized World 

National identity is one form of basic social identities [11,12] 

which is, at the present time, has become more and more im-

portant. Social identity is defined as individual‟s awareness of his 

membership in a group and his psychological sense of attachment 

to the group [13]. As for national identity, it can be defined as 

individual‟s subjective sense of belonging to a nation [14].  

National identity can also be defined based on its function and 

content. Deyong, as cited [3], explained national identity‟s func-

tional aspect refers to individual‟s identification with the nation he 

belongs to and the nation‟s distinct characteristics. Since national 

identity according to this definition means identification of nation-

al distinctiveness, it becomes a power for legality and cohesion in 

national existence. As for the definition based on content, national 

identity consists of a dual structure: [1] the cultural level (individ-

ual‟s cultural recognition and sense of belonging with regard to 

land, sovereignty, cultural traditions, etc.), and [2] the political 

level (individual‟s identification with state power, the ruling phi-

losophy, the nation‟s political system, etc.).  

National identity ties citizenry closer to the state precisely in times 

when individuals‟ sense of belonging to the nation deteriorates 

because of the globalization [11]. Globalization incites not only 

rapid transformation of traditional ideas and citizens‟ ways of life, 

but also changes on the nation state‟s internal/external settings, 

structure and functions that strengthen or weaken citizens‟ nation-

al identity [3]. Globalization also urges individuals to be global 

citizens in order to have global networks and survive [15]. 

However, [3] noted that “Since national identity is the most im-

portant prerequisite for the legitimacy and construction of the 

nation state, identity crises stemming from globalization pose 

great challenges. Nevertheless, we should not overlook the fact 

that such challenges will not really lead to deconstruction of the 

state unless they go hand in hand with governance failure.” They 

also added that the „future‟ of nation states, at the end of the day, 

does not rest on the globalization itself, but on the competence of 

nation states to construct effective strategies to improve nation-

building and democratics governance. 

[3] proposed that the national identity construction in the globali-

zation era should be undertaken within a fourfold framework, 

namely institutions, interests, culture, and community. In practice, 

the aforesaid notion entails the followings: [1] democratizing the 

political system; [2] promoting economic development that en-

sures justice and fairness; [3] promoting and strengthening nation-

al cultural and historical traditions; and [4] recognizing various 

levels of community development and promoting community 

integration in national identity. One of the methods that practition-

ers from the education field can contribute in the construction of 

national identity is to make a comprehensive civic education that 

fosters cultural exchanges and cultural integration among various 

ethnic groups[3]. 

2.2. Civic Education for Young Children 

Civic education or also called citizenship education may be de-

fined as instructional strategies that fosters democratic thinking 

that encourages informed and active citizenship (16). Furthermore, 

there are at least three forms of civic education, namely, character 

education programmes, political simulations, and service-learning 

programmes (17). Each of the forms involves certain instructional 

practices which may be suitable for certain grade levels of stu-

dents. Lin (17) explained the three form of civic education as the 

followings. 

Character education programmes focuses on promoting ethical 

values (e.g. honesty and trustworthiness) and are usually taught in 

the elementary grades. Character education programmes educate 

children core values that are necessary for them in becoming re-

sponsible citizens. Furthermore, through this programmes, chil-

dren also learn that communities promote a certain set of core 

values [e.g. 9,18,19].  

Political Stimulations focus on helping students to become ac-

tive/participatory citizens, and are particularly suitable for students 

at the secondary level. Students learn to think critically about so-

cial issues and to find solutions to various social problems.  

Service-learning programmes, similar to political simulations, 

focuses on helping students to become active/participatory citizens, 

and are more appropriate for older students because they are more 

independent from their parents to participate in community ser-

vices. Through this programmes, students are assigned to diverse 

service projects addressing community needs. 

2.3. Civic Education in Indonesia’s Early Childhood 

Education 

Starting from the academic term of 2014/2015, Indonesia imple-

ments Kurikulum 2013 Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini (The 2013 

Curriculum of Early Childhood Education). The curriculum aims 

to foster the students optimum development thus they can be In-

donesian citizens that have life skills not only as an individual but 

also as a citizen that is religious, productive, creative, innovative, 

affective, and can contribute to the communities, nation, and the 

world  [20],  

Learning contents for early childhood education have to be in 

agreement with the students‟ development in six developmental 

aspects, namely, religion and moral, physic-motor, cognitive, lan-

guage, socio-emotional, and art [20]. The learning process itself 

emphasizes more towards forming attitudes, ethics, and children‟s 

love towards the nation [20].  

Instructions in Indonesia early childhood education are designed 

using thematic approach [21]. By using thematic approach, young 

children are expected to understand concepts and knowledge more 

easily. Additionally, teachers may also teach the concepts and 

knowledge in a concrete fashion. Therefore, the learning objective 

can be achieved. 

There are four principles that have to be considered in choosing a 

theme, i.e., proximity, simplicity, stimulating, and incidentalness 

[21]. The principles can be explained as the followings. Proximity 

means the theme is closely related to children‟s daily life. Simplic-

ity means the theme is something familiar to children. Stimulating 

implies that the theme can trigger children‟s curiosity. Incidental-

ness means that the themes for an academic year are not absolute-

ly fixed, but may be changed if there are incidental and important 

incidences throughout the year. 

Considering the aforementioned four principles, there are ten 

theme the government used as examples, i.e., Myself, My Family, 

Animals, Natural Environment, Social Environment, Things 

Around Us, Culture, Religious Important Day, My Na-

tion/Country, and Occupation [21]. Teachers can develop/use a 

new theme or modify the earlier ten themes as long as they still 

take into consideration the four principles mentioned earlier. 

Civic education in Indonesia early childhood education are not 

included in The 2013 Curriculum of Early Childhood Education as 

a specific subject or topics but it is integrated in the learning con-

tents or activities constructed in the learning plan within certain 

themes. For example, Gotong Royong (community self-

help/mutual cooperation), one of Indonesia‟s important core value, 

may become a subtheme under the theme of Social Environment 

[21]. In reality, civic education can be integrated in all of the 

themes considering the fact that the learning process in the Indo-

nesia‟s early childhood education put the emphasis on shaping 

attitudes, ethics, and children‟s love towards the nation [20], as 

have been mentioned earlier. 
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3. Discussion 

As more and more individuals start to identify themselves as the 

world citizen due to the globalization, there is a concern that iden-

tity in the national level (i.e., national identity) may become 

weakened. This is surely an undesirable condition for the nation 

since national identity can be deemed as a social cohesion by 

which varied ethnic groups bind together under one nation. With-

out this bond, the existence of a nation might be endangered. 

To counter the negative impact of globalization, following of the  

suggestion of Zhuojun and Hualing [3], the author propose the 

inclusion of a richer civic education in the curriculum, starting 

from the early childhood education. Up to the present time, Indo-

nesia has included civic education in the education curricula, be it 

as a subject, a topic or integrated in the learning content. For ex-

ample, from the elementary school to the college/university, we 

have a compulsory subject called Pendidikan Kewarganegaraan 

(Citizenship Education) while in the early childhood education, 

civic education is integrated in the learning content.  

Learning content in Indonesia‟s early childhood education is con-

structed in a thematic approach. Under a theme, teachers may 

choose several subthemes, and formulate learning activities ac-

cordingly. Civic education can be included in most if not all 

themes not only because it has a very broad range of subjects, but 

also because it is in accordance with the main notion of early 

childhood education which is to shape the children‟s attitudes, 

ethics, and their love to the nation [20]. Therefore, civic education 

in Indonesia‟s early childhood education is in the form of charac-

ter education programmes based on Lin‟s three form of civic edu-

cation [17]. How can civic education in Indonesia‟s early child-

hood education be enriched then? 

Changes or improvements in civic education in Indonesia‟s early 

childhood education can be made through several factors, such as, 

the teachers, learning methods, and instructional media. To en-

hance civic education teacher professionalism, we can use collab-

orative inquiry-based curriculum development as used by [22]. 

They found that after participating in a collaborative inquiry-based 

curriculum development, teachers may be able to understanding 

civic education better and become more aware to their own teach-

ing strategies. They also suggest that more effort should be made 

to develop the concepts of moral work of teaching as early as dur-

ing the teacher training. 

Regarding learning method, there are a few methods that are pro-

posed in the literature. One of the method that can be used is story 

telling, as suggested by [23].  [23] discussed social justice issues 

with young children through stories. She used stories “to provoke 

and promote young children‟s active citizenship though social 

action.” Other learning method that also can be used by civic edu-

cation teachers is narrative inquiry [24]. [24] Sees civic education 

as process of forming students‟ identity as citizens. Through narra-

tive inquiry concerning who the students are as individuals and 

what their relation are with other people around them, we are help-

ing students to position themselves as both active agents and citi-

zens [24]. 

Improvement in the instructional media of civic education may 

involve the use of the internet or other technology advancement. 

One of the creative use of internet is the use of internet photobook 

technology by [25] in enhancing children‟s identity as scientist. 

The use of internet photobook, in the author‟s opinion may also be 

use in enhancing children‟s identity as citizens. Using the kind of 

similar media in their learning, [26] use the term of Digital Narra-

tives. They argued that Digital Narrative can be used to meet vari-

ous needs and goals of individual classrooms. It is also important 

to note that even though the internet can be incorporated in diverse 

subjects in the education settings, when it comes to young children, 

the internet use have to be structured in a way that in agreement 

with the children‟s developmental level and needs as well as under 

the supervision of teacher or adult [27]. 

4. Conclusion 

An alternative that the author proposes to encounter the undesira-

ble impact of globalization to the construction of a nation‟s na-

tional identity is to improve civic education as early as in the early 

childhood education level. The improvement may be made 

through changes or improvement in terms of the professionalism 

of the teachers, the use of new learning method as well as the use 

of internet or other technology advancement as the instructional 

media.  
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